
Vatubuco Youth Live By the Sweat of Their Brow

GROW YAQONA FOR CASH

The future is what you make of it, and 
in the sunny forests of Nasarawaqa, 
Bua lives a group of young men who 
are working together to make theirs a 
brighter one. 

 The 13-member Vatubuco Youth 
Group consists of young men between 
the ages of 16-34 years old and they’ve 
committed their efforts to planting 
yaqona for their personal and family 
targets.

The reasons that led to the groups’ 
formation, according to group leader 
Isimeli Uluiviti, was based on their 
intent to come out of poverty and to 
accommodate tuition fees for their 
youth who studied at the tertiary level.

The Vatubuco Youth Group of Nasarawaqa in Bua.

“We are members of the same 
Tokatoka called Veikurakura and we 
grew up with farming, it has always 
been a source of income for us and has 
put us through our education and met 
other social obligations,” he said.

“The group was formed on the 
notion to assist our family members 
who are not on scholarship and 
studying in tertiary universities,” he 
added. 

“Our members come and go, while 
a few have remained in the village, 
but because of this pandemic, all the 
members are here helping out on the 
farm,” said Mr. Uluiviti.

Their farm and settlement has also 

played host to individuals who have 
shown interest in planting yaqona and 
as a close-knit community, they’re 
open to welcoming anyone who wishes 
to learn.  

“We also have young men who 
spend their time during school breaks 
who come and help around here at the 
farm, we also have one from as far 
as Nadroga here with us who is very 
eager to learn how to plant yaqona.  

The band of young men lives by 
a simple principle - ‘By the Sweat of 
Your Brow’. 

“Life is hard, and what is on our 
plate is the result of our sweat. 

“Being idle will not feed your 
family, being idle will not allow you to 
achieve your dreams, being idle only 
brings about criminal activities and 
those are things that we need to teach 
ourselves to withdraw from,” said 
Isimeli.

“For us, because we reside in the 
village, the only option for us is to 
farm and make use of our time, and it 
is a much-enjoyed profession because 
the youths of our family can come 
together and help each other on the 
farm and plant their yaqona for their 
set targets.”

Members of the group also have 
their own yaqona planted for different 
purposes, while maintaining the usual 
communal work; “Solesolevaki is 
encouraged because working as a 
group brings about togetherness and 
imparts valuable life lessons,” said 
Isimeli.

“Because we are just developing, 
through advice and guidance we 
received from our elders, we’ve set our 
5-year plan, and the group has decided 
to begin planting a new yaqona 
plantation solely for our youth and 
we’ll work towards a project that will 
also develop our community.  

Meanwhile, for 23-year-old 
Watisoni Sovivikula, a Tertiary 
Education Loans Scheme recipient 
whose into his third year studying 
Bachelor in Education at the Lautoka 
Teachers College, spending time at the 
youth farm is a breath of fresh air for 
him.

“Growing up was a challenge 
and I am grateful to the interference 
of my namesake in regards to my 
education and the youth group for the 
motivation,” he said.

“Even though there has been little 
development in the area, farming 
has always been the backbone of our 
livelihood and has become a hobby 
and we’ve achieved so much through 
farming,” said Watisoni. 

Apart from lending a helping 
hand at their farm, he and his younger 
brother also spare time to work on other 
farms to earn some money, working 
as farmhands; “My younger brother 
is a private student and because we 
want him to also pursue his education, 
we would both go and work on other 
farms for his tuition fee.

“The idea of farming and starting 
my own business has been my mission 
from when I was growing up as a little 

boy and I also wanted to become a 
veterinarian,” he said.

“Although things didn’t go my way 
I am certain that through farming I will 
manage to get where I have always 
wanted to be, it might not be now 
but I am positive that through hard 
work, I will achieve what I had set all 
those years ago in the future,” said the 
determined lad.

“I’ve started with planting 200 
yaqona plants as my initiative to pay 
off my TELS scholarship when I start 
work, for now, the TELS scholarship 
is a big assistance for me, as it has 
enabled me to pursue my education.

“I am positive that my yaqona 
farm will fully pay off what I owe the 
government,” he said.  

The members of the group have 
dedicated themselves to planting 
yaqona, with each member having 
approximately 100-200 yaqona plants 
currently in the ground, with plans to 
further increase their planting to reach 
semi-commercial and commercial 
levels. 

“We need to start now and starting 
with whatever amount can get you 
somewhere and over time we will 
expand, never be ashamed to toil the 
land as it is the land that will pay for 
what we want and need,” they said.

The Vatubuco group received 
assistance from the Ministry of 
Agriculture through technical advice 
and capacity building on farming as a 
business.


